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The candidate must complete the research proposal themself. It must be 2-page long maximum, font size 11 (excluding references).
	Name of the applicant:  

	Proposed start date: e.g., September 2026

	Name of the supervisor (optional):  

	Project title
Provide a title that succinctly describes your project’s focus. This is a provisional title that will likely evolve as your PhD progresses.



	Motivation
Briefly convey the motivation of your research and what the expected contributions you hope to make. This can be accompanied by rough research questions or hypotheses. 





	Context
Describe the field of your research and how your project fits in with existing works. We don’t expect a comprehensive review of the field, but you should show an understanding of the topic you propose. You can point out the main opportunities or gaps you identify.





	Methodology 
Present some of the proposed methods you envision for investigating the research questions or testing the research hypotheses.





	Plan
Outline a timeline of your PhD with main stages and milestones. A full-time Computer Science PhD at Heriot-Watt University normally takes 3.5 years to complete, your plan should follow this schedule.





	References
Include a reference list. Make sure that the references are consistently formatted.
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