
 
 

GUIDE TO COMPLETING THE ONLINE STUDENT VISA APPLICATION FROM 
OUTSIDE THE UK 

 
You must apply online for a Student visa.  
 
It costs £348.00 to apply for this visa from outside the UK for the main applicant and 
any dependants applying at the same time.  
 
You will also have to pay the Immigration Health Surcharge as part of your 
application. You can check here how much you will have to pay here.  
 
Throughout the application, you will have the option to review and change your 
answers. Whenever you see a green ‘save and continue’ button, make sure you click 
it.  
 
This is purely a guide and depending on your answers, you may see different 
questions. If they do not appear in this guide and you are unsure how to answer, 
please email us for advice. 
 
Confirm what type of visa you want to apply for from the options below.  If you are 
not sure you can use Check if you need a UK visa tool.  
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.gov.uk/healthcare-immigration-application
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa


For the question below you should select ‘No’ 
 

 
 
Answer yes or no 
 

 
 
You should select ‘Student’ from the options in this section 
 

 
 
The next few pages on the application form are about you  
 
 
You will then come to the question below, you need to have been issued with a CAS 
from Heriot-Watt University to be able to answer this question accurately  
 



 
 
The next few pages are related to you the applicant, including your personal details, 
where you live, if you own the home you live in and details of your passport and or 
identity card.  
 
 
The following question asks how Heriot-Watt University have assessed your English.  
Normally the answer to this question will be ‘No’ as your CAS is likely to indicate that 
your HEI have used their own method to assess your English or we have used an 
English language test.   
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For almost every student at Heriot-Watt University the answer to this question will be 
‘No’ 
 

 

 
 
For the next question you should answer ‘Yes’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The answer to this question depends on how our Admissions team have assessed 
your English, if your CAS indicates that ‘HEI has made own assessment’ you should 
answer ‘Yes’, if we have used an English language test, for example IELTS then the 
answer should be ‘No’   
 

 
 
Following on from the section about English language there will be a question about 
people who are financially dependent on you, most likely you will be answering ‘No’ 
to this question but if you are married then you might be answering ‘Yes’ and will 
need to answer the questions as appropriate.  
 
You will then be asked for details of your parents, whether you are married or not 
and about any family living in the UK, again answer as appropriate.  
 

 
 

 
This question asks about where you will be staying in the UK, if you have not 
organised accommodation in the UK you can just answer ‘No’ as it is not a 
requirement for your visa application to have organised accommodation in advance.  
 

 
 

 
 



If you have not organised accommodation you need to give details of what your 
plans are as in the example below.  
 

 
 
You should answer the questions about travel to the UK and other countries and any 
previous visas held for the UK or elsewhere as accurately as you can.  
 

 
 
 
For the question below, you do not need to have a flight ticket booked or even know 
exactly when you plan to arrive in the UK, just give an approximate answer, for 
example 1st September 2021, this just gives a UKVI caseworker an idea of the start 
date to put on your entry visa vignette.  
 

 

 
 
It is important for the next section; Immigration History to be as accurate as possible, 
if you have had a previous visa refusal for the UK or another country you should add 
the information here.   



 

 
 

 
 
The following sections will ask you questions about any criminal convictions, war 
crimes, terrorist activities or views. As before answer truthfully and don’t forget to 
select the tick box at the end of each section.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Heriot-Watt University sponsor license and address is on your CAS, in case you are 
not sure, the license number is F7W7RNTXX and the address is Heriot-Watt 
University, Edinburgh Campus, Riccarton, EH14 4AS.    
 
Sponsor Licence Number and Address 
 

 
 
Answer the question about your ‘Place of study’ as below 
 

 

 



 
Primary Site of Study 
 
If this is Edinburgh then select ‘Yes’, if you are studying at our Borders or Orkney 
campus then select ‘No’ and complete the follow up questions.  
 

 
 
Academic Technology Approval Scheme (ATAS) 
 
If you require ATAS and have received your ATAS certificate, put the details down in 
this section.  If you have not received your certificate but have applied, you can put 
the reference number here and still submit your application but your application will 
not be processed until you have provided details of your certificate.  
 
Although the next section asks about money from an official financial sponsorship for 
your continuing studies, it does also refer to your upcoming new studies at Heriot-
Watt University.  In this example I have selected ‘Yes’ and confirmed that my 
sponsor has noted this on the CAS, in other cases you might have a letter.    
 
Future Official Financial Sponsorship 

 



 
In this section the information you require will be on your CAS including your course 
dates.  
 
Course Information 
 

 
 
 
 
  



Course Fees 
 
As above, fees information will be on your CAS, if you have made an additional 
payment after receiving your CAS you should contact the Admissions team, you 
need to indicate on your visa application form the same figures that are on your 
CAS.  
 

 
 
  



 
Maintenance Funds 
 
If you are using your own money to support your living costs in the UK you should 
select ‘yes’ here, if you are relying on your parents then you should select ‘No’ 
 

 
 
If you are relying on money from your parents then you should answer the following 
questions as indicated below. If you have a financial Scholarship from your 
Government, International company or the University then you should answer ‘No’ to 
the question below.   
 

 
 
You have now answered all the questions in the Student visa online application form, 
you will then be directed to the Document section which gives details of the 
documents you will need to provide with your submitted application.  
  



 
 

 
 
The last parts of the application will be payment of the Immigration Health Surcharge 
and the application fee.  After this, you will then be invited to book a biometric 
appointment at a Visa Application Centre (VAC).   
 
Congratulations, you have completed the first step on the road to receiving your UK 
Student visa and joining us at Heriot-Watt University in the UK.  
 
We look forward to meeting you soon!  
 


